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IRISH FISHERIES. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable tile House of Commons, 
dated 24 July 1879 ; —for , 

COP* “of the Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, dated January 
1877, on the Subject of Branding Herrings in Ireland and Scotland, and 
referred to in the Report of the Inspectors for 1878.” 



REPORT of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries. 

To the' Right Honourable the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

0ffice of Irish Fisheries, 12, Ely-place, Dublin, 
tj ’ , , ] 3 January 1877. 

Referring to your letter of the 3rd of April last, in which we are directed to 
inquire into, and report, for the information of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant 

our opinion “upon the advisability of extending to Ireland the Scoteh Ivstem 

derived d f mS her T SS ’ and also whether any practical benefit would really be 
henSg&wTrade mTA aVinS 7^ ? e circumstances of the Irish 
rSf rS td ; we t0 re P° rt ’ m accordance with the instructions of 
his Grace, that one of our Board (Mr. Bradv) proceeded to Srntlnnrl o nr i • 
tigated the details connected with the Scotch herring fisheries, and the brand" 

St!) 1 " “ CertalnpIaCe5 a of.hb Refold ^annexed" 

Inquiries were also held at the principal herring fishing stations in Ireland 
and we investigated the subject from time to time at other places as ormortunitv 
offered. After a very careful consideration of the question hi eve^poto w^ 
have to report that we are unable to recommend that the branding system 

following ^sons thlS C0Untry ’ “ d “ thiS we are mainl F “fluencfd by the 

theb r and^Mto^rtW e dCT^m^ 0 f^S^t^™^^ f 

* hat ^ desire fOT * amon|t the 

appaors that in Scotland, where the fish are cured for the foreign 
markets, the price received by the fishermen is about 22 a per cr!m of ofo 

thev haw 7^’’ T “ l re ! and - sold b F auction immediately after being e/ught 
they have realised much higher prices to the captors, as will be se?h bvj£ 
following average prices of the last four years. b} h 

The Irish herrings realised — 

In:i.873,li On. 5 d. per mease of 63S, equal to about 1 /. 10n. 10 d. percranof 960 - 

1874, 01. 18s. 9 i. .. 

” » » 1 l. os. 4 d. 



1875, 1 1. Is. 9 d. 

1876, 1 /. 6 5 . 0 d. 



II 12 s. 11 d. 
1 1. 19 s. 4 d. 



Ihese figures show that under present circumstances the I, -nr, mi 
realise much higher prices than those obtained in Scotland ^ fehmnen 
3rd. Any herrings cured at present in Ireland, as a matter of fact sell „t 
higher prices than can he obtained for the- highest brand of LZ • 

be 
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be derived from such extension, liaving regard to the circumstances of the 
Irish herring fishery trade. . , . , , , 

We think it right to add, that should the important harbours of Ardglass and 
Arklow be rendered fully available to give proper shelter in uncertain weather 
to the herring fleet, we are of opinion a considerable development of the 

herring fishery may fairly be looked for. , 

Referring to a paragraph in Mr. Brady's Report, in which he suggests that it 
would be desirable to test the allegations as to “ the herrings caught on the 
East Coast of Ireland in summer, being too rich to cure for the continental 
market, as they will not keep over for any time, and that parcels of Irish cured 
fish sent to the continental market did not pay the expenses ; with regard -to 
the winter-cured fish, that the quality is not good enough, much of it being- 
spent and mixed fish ; ” we thought it might be of advantage to test this matter, 
and recommended that his suggestion should be carried out, but the necessary 
expenditure was not sanctioned, by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 



Treasury. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas F. Brady. 

John A. Blake. 
Jos, Hayes. 



(A.) 

REPORT of Mr. T. F. Brady, Inspector of Irish Fisheries, dated 
17 August 1876. 

With reference to my recent visit to Scotland to obtain information respect- 
ing the applicability of the branding system to Ireland, I beg to report that I 
arrived in Edinburgh on the 14th June, and after an interview with the 
Secretary of the Board of Fisheries and the chief superintendent, from both of 
whom I received a vast amount of information and great attention, I proceeded, 
as suggested by them, to the fishing stations at Aberdeen, Peterhead, Fraser- 
burgh, and Wick, and afterwards to Glasgow, where there are a number of 
merchants engaged in the curing of herrings every season in Ireland. 

Until 1858 branding of herrings was carried on in Scotland free ox expense 
to the curers. In that year an Act of Parliament was passed (21 & 22 .Viet, 
c 69) imposing a fee of 4 d. on each barrel. Instead of having the effect of 
leading to the branding being given up by the trade, as was generally at the 
time anticipated the quantity cured and branded has increased from 158,676 
barrels in 1859, producing from fees 2,644 l. 12 5 , to 523,789 4 barrels in 1875, 
producing 8,729 l 16 s. 6 d . ; while the cost of the establishment for branding 
made bv the Treasury Commission of Inquiry into the Fishery Board, Scotland, 
in the year 1856. was estimated to be only 3,280 1. If this be a correct estimate, 
it would leave, in 1875, a balance to the credit of the estimate of the other ex- 
penses of the Fishery Board of 5,449 /. 16 5. 6 d. paid into the Treasury. 

The following is a return of the number of barrels branded from 1859 to 
1 875, inclusive, together with the amount of fees collected thereon : — 



— 


Barrels 

Branded. 


Fees 

Collected-. 


— 


Barrels 

Branded. 


Fees 

Collected. 






£. s. d. 






£. s. d. 




168,676 


2,644 12 - 


1868 


209,4624 


3,491 - 10 




231,9134 


3,865 4 6 


1869 


244,5224 


4,075 7 6 


1861 - 


265,347 


4,422 9 - 


1870 


299,3814 


4,989 13 10 


1862 


346,712 


5,778 10 8 


1871 


346,6334 


5,777 4 6 


1863 


276,8804 


4,614 13 6 


1872 


422,731 4 


7,045 10 6 




217,392 


3,623 4 - 


1878 


435,2744 


7,254 11 6 




216,785 


3,613 1 8 


1874 


517,5584 


8,625 19 6 


1866 


249,510 


4,158 10 - 


187 


523,7894 


8,729 16 6 


1867 


317,421 


5,290 7 - 




5,279,991 


87,999 17 - 



There 
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BRANDING HERRINGS IN IRELAND AND SCOTLAND. 

There are five descriptions of brands, viz.,— 

Crown, full (££). 

Matties - (Mat.). 

Spent - (Spt.). 

Mixed, not selected (P.). 

Twice packed - (P.P.) 

W ™ th the initials ° f the 

custody of the different ™ nS ^ in 

and 10 on the West Coast. Branding Vnot tlle J e , are ld on East Coast 
when the great summer herrino- ... , eman <M on the West Coast, and 

officers from the West Coast are transferred toThe'nriiW < w’ ° f the 
East Coast to assist the officers there, who wolld other Jise P |re C ii”! ™ tlle 
out in time the provisions of branding at these stations. ® *“ C “'' 7 

It is the duty of each fishery officer before the coo 

when the barrels are being mlde at the different ™ 

spect and examine the barrels to see that they are of tL sit IT a V 
ct and regulations of the Commissioners, viz., 26} gallons Imnern™ 7 10 
and every half barrel 13} gallons During the nt ° ’ P™ 1 measure, 

constantly inspecting the operations beinf earned on to see™! * Y h'° ^ 

are properly gutted and cured. At the end of each week thev have t f™ 8 ? 
returns to the Board of the number of boats fishing the h 6 *" v”™ lsh 

1 ■FwwA'fS 

::ss 

equal to 635 hemng“ ’ fe ™ d fiTC ° rer ; 80 that a mease is 

to the cure* who engage them, up to 200 crans for^eh boat ^ “P 1 " 6 
themtoanXleyptet*' 13 " ,hiS V™*?**™ at liberty to dispose of 

for each boat, so that the ££T the SrriS oT ° U “ T ira ^“>«- 
on an average, at 22 s. the cran. ° 16 CUrei ma T be P ufc down, 

the^ quantity °of ^sh S he G is likely to^ceiVe °and 0^^°^ t0 * CeTtaint * 
accordingly in preparing a certain number of barrels taking in a!! ™? n S eme ? ts 
of salt, and engaging beforehand a certain number of comers wlm 
and a certain number of women for ontfino- P ® ’ 6 curers > 

important matters, as unless the fish are all \ 6 latt ? r ! S ° ne 0r tlle most 
24 hours, of capture they would not he branded P Th/fi 8 ? 1611 and Salted wi ‘h™ ■ 

s 



35>- 



The 
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The whole is therefore reduced to a perfect system of trade and manu- 
facture, the curer encouraging the fisherman by giving him a steady market at 
a fixed price, without any delay, for his fish, and the fishermen encouraging the 
curer to enter into enterprises of this kind by giving him the fish at the fixed 
price. Each party, therefore, knows what he is about when beginning to 
work. 

Without this system of contract between fisher and curer it must he 
manifest that curing never could be carried on to any great extent; and were' 
the curers in Scotland subject to the fluctuations in price, as in Ireland, by the 
fish hein°- sold daily by auction to the highest bidder, the whole trade would 
likely soon break down ; and should the branding system ever be adopted in 
Ireland, a great drawback to its success of development must follow it' the Irish 
fishermen would not adopt such a system of sale by contract. As long, how- 
ever as fresh fish in Ireland is of such commercial value as it is at present, and 
has been for many years, the Irish fishermen will not be likely to abandon 
their present system of endeavouring to obtain the highest price they can, daily, 
for their fish. Nor are they to be blamed for endeavouring to obtain the 
highest price they can for the produce of their labour. The prices obtained 
for the herrings caught on the east coast of Ireland in summer, and sold fresh 
in Ireland, Glasgow, and Liverpool, are a good deal in excess of the prices 
obtained by the fishermen in Scotland by their contracts. I had not time to 
visit Liverpool to get information from the merchants there, who do a large 
trade with Ireland during both the summer and winter herring fishing. 

I may have an opportunity of doing this before the next winter’s fishing 
sets in. 

The boats used in the herring fishing on the East Coast are from 15 to 20 
tons, lugger rigged, are generally owned by two or three fishermen, and are 
worth, with all nets and gear found, about 350 l They generally carry five men 
and a boy, the extra hands being employed on shares. In Wick there is some 
exception to this, and it has been stated to me that one of the causes of Wick 
not being so successful a station as others, is, the different manner in which the 
fishermen are employed, viz., being partly on wages, as also being to some 
extent occupiers of land, as well as fishermen. 

Some of the boats shoot as many as 50 pieces of nets, of about 60 yards long 
each, or, when mounted on back rope, 38 yards of 18 score of meshes deep, and 
have their nets weighted with stones, so as to keep them perpendicular, and 
consequently more efficacious in capture. They fish, according to circumstances,, 
from 10 to 40 miles off shore. 

When the fish are brought to land, and delivered to the curer, should he 
require them to be branded when cured, they must be all gutted with the knife, 
and cured within 24 hours of capture. The curer is then bound to give notice 
on the printed Form (No. 5) supplied for that purpose to the fishery officer, 
that he has so many bushels of salt stored, and that he intends to proceed 
with the curing of herrings from that date. While this is going on the fishery 
officers are constantly on the move, going about and inspecting the work. 
When the curer has a certain quantity ready, he is obliged to send a return to 
the fishery officer on the Form No. 6, and make a declaration as to the 
accuracy of the return. All the fish, though purchased by the cran, must be 
cured, if in barrels or half barrels, by the barrel of the standard size, or if in 
bulb, by the cran. On this latter form the curer must declare to the number 
of barrels originally cured in barrels for the official brand, that is, gutted with a 
knife, and packed within 24 hours after being taken ; the number of barrels 
not for the official brand, that is, gutted and packed in barrels not within 24 
hours after being taken ; the number ungutted, and the number of crans 
originally cured in bulk, and the marks on the barrels. The barrels on first 
heading up are called sea sticks. The barrels with the cured fish must then be 
laid up for 10 or 12 days, opened again, pickle poured off, and barrel filled up 
with herrings from other barrels, and when they are thus filled, they are what is 
termed “ bung-packecl 

A request note is then sent by the curer (Form No. 7) to the fishery officer, 
that he has ready, “ bung-packed so many barrels and half-barrels ready for 
branding, and with this note is accompanied the deposit fee of 4 cl. per barrel. 
The officer then attends the curing store with his branding irons, the curer 
' supplying the fire and any labour necessary, and opens as many barrels as he 

may 
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may consider desirable, perhaps, on an average, 1 in 10 , but more, if he thinks 
it necessary, and makes - a note of those opened and rejected by him and the 
reasons for rejection, and returns to the curer any fees he may have ’received 
time ,? d ^T e th f numter of Nereis that have been branded. After branding* 
the cnrei is bound not to interfere in any way with the herrino-s so branded 
unless in the presence of the fishery officer, or unless it may be necessary^ to 
open a banel for the satisfaction of an intending purchaser. If the curer 
interferes with the herrings without notice to the fishery officer, or his inspec- 
twn or if the fishery officer considers that the herrings have been prejudicially 
mterfered until, he is entitled to remove the brand from the barrels^ 1 7 

When the curer is ready to export his fish, lie must give notice of his inten 
turn to do so on the printed Form No. 14, and the officer signs this retarn" 
which shows the quantity in barrels of the different kinds® shipped thuT’ 

LI 1 'c“ Mk ! SP “ tS ; P -’ ” P ' P - ; ' UnguttS I 



The quantity cured in Scotland in the year 1 875, was 
Oi this the quantity branded was - 


942,980 barrels. 
523,7892 „ 


Leaving the quantity unbranded 


419,190^ „ 


°brmdef“ iSe thei ' e WeIe 0Ured °“ the West Coast, and not' 


100,9572 


The quantity cured on East Coast was 

Out of this quantity there were branded " 

Leaving unbranded on East Coast 

To which if unbranded from West Coast be added - 

Will leave total unbranded, of- _ 

Against the quantity branded of 


842,0221 „ 

523,7891 „ 


318,233 „ 

100,9572 


. 419,190^ „ 

523,7892 „ 



or 104,599 barrels branded more than unbranded, out of a total quantity of 942,980. 



The exports were — 
To Continent 
To Ireland - 



Of the quantity sent to Ireland, viz. 
I here were branded, about 

Leaving unbranded sent to Ireland - 



The home consumption amounted to 



- 


627,5362 barrels. 
33,434 


Total - - _ 


660,970| „ 


: : : :j 


33,434 
4,000 „ 


‘ ' - - 


29,434 „ 


- - - J 


282,0092 



A very small quantity only of branded fish !. a , „ 
fish! to “ « 

hramM thrn™ ‘“Scotland , 

can be placed on suoli a statement as from f , nd d Scotch fish. No reliance 
complied with before the brand can be applied fi n f ce . ssar y t0 •» 

impossible that this could be done FirstIv P fb b 40 j “ 7 , red £sl ’’ rt would be 
cured on the East Coast, and ttwse m, 1’ b '? ° nl * a PP lied *° herrings 

taken. Secondly, if TeraiTs not ca^ht * T* m m . h ° UrS after bein S 

brand is sought, they must be accomnafiied ° mS 1 ’? dms1 ™’ ' ,here the 
357 . 3 accompanied with a certified copy of the declara- 

A 3 tion 
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tion that they were cured within 24 hours after being caught, and the certificate 
from the officer in whose district they were caught that they were so cured, so 
that in no case, unless the fishery officer committed a fraud, could herrings 
sent from Ireland receive the official brand. T 1 , 

A quantity of herrings is exported to Scotland and England from Ireland, not 
only cured, but in packages, simply sailed. These are all sold in the home 
markets The latter are designated and sold for fresh herrings, as they are 
only slightly salted, and bring a high price as such, particularly in the Glasgow 
market. The Glasgow merchants say that they would cure in Ireland a much, 
larger quantity than they do at present if they could get them at a price to 
remunerate them ; but that they can only get them occasionally when there 
is a great glut, and prices fall. They further say that the herrings caught on 
the East Coast of Ireland in summer are too rich to cure for the continental 
market, as they will not keep over for any time, and that parcels of Irish-cured 
fish sent to the continental market did not pay the expenses; with regard to 
the winter-cured fish, that the quality is not good enough, much of it being 
spent and mixed fish. I am of opinion that whether the brand be applied to 
Ireland or not, it would be well to test the accuracy of these allegations which 
maybe easily done at an inconsiderable expense by having, say, a score of 
barrels of fish in winter and summer cured at Arklow, Howth, and Ardglass 
by one of the best Scotch curers that can be obtained, and that they should 
then be sent to the Continent for sale. This would test the value of Irish- 
cured fish, as compared with Scotch fish, both unbranded. 

As I said in the previous part of this Report, the West Coast of Scotland 
curers do not brand their fish ; firstly, because if they did, it would be necessary 
for them to keep them over for a certain number of days before they could be 
branded, whereas now, the fishing being earlier than that of the East Coast, 
they are enabled to cure and send them off at once without any delay, and get 
the advantage of turning over their money quickly, having their fish also in 
the market at an earlier season when fish is scarce on the Continent, and bring 
an enhanced price ; and secondly, the curers are well known, and sell the fish 
by their own private brands. This also occurs with many curers in the East 
Coast, who allege that the brand is of no use to them ; that they, through their 
own names, are able at all times to obtain a higher price for their fish than 
others whose herrings have also received the official full brand. Ihe early- 
fishing on the West Coast, and the demand for fish on the Continent at that 
time, greatly obviate the necessity of the brand, as I had an instance of when 
in Wick, as 1 was informed by a gentleman who exports cured herrings, that 
he had on that day given as much as 4 l. 2 s. 6 d. a barrel for cured fis rom 
the West Coast, to send to the Continent, the price then on the Continent being 
5 /. to 5 l. 10 5- a barrel. . „ 7 

The average price obtained by the curers on the Continent is <jj $. oa. a 
barrel for full-branded fish ; matties and spent about 10 s. a barrel less, borne 
years ago they brought as high as 36 s. a barrel. . 

The expense of curing a barrel of herrings, including barrel, is abou , J s. 

The profits in the business really arise from the difference between the cran 
by which they are purchased and the barrel by which they are sold. 

” The average' price of herrings for the last three years on the quay or Howth 
was 23 s. per mease, or equal to l l. 16 s. per cran. 

This price (23 s. per mease) would be equal to about 30 s. per barrel or HUU , 
add cost of curing, say 9 5 . per barrel, and the cost would be over the average 
price obtained on the Continent for best-cured fish, exclusive of the expense of 
freight, commission, &c., so that the fish sold on the quay of Howth, fresh, for 
the last three years, have brought about 14 5 . a cran, or 11 5 . 8 d. a barrel more 
than the Scotch fish. 

At Ardglass the average price for the last three years was 18 5. Id. permease, 
which would be equal to 28 5 . 3 d. per cran, or 23 s. 6 d. per- barrel, and when 
cost of curing added would be higher than the average price on the Continent, 
exclusive of freight and commission. 

Here, again, the Irish fresh fish has a greatly enhanced value over the ocotch 
fish, as much as 6 s. per cran. . 

The average price at Arklow for fresh herrings for same period was higher 
than at either Howth or Ardglass, being as near as possible 23 5. 6 d. per 
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in e h o e o“ r pa e ris P „t CiPal the Captoe ° f brings 

InsMhS price “ sh cou ^ nue as- high in Ireland as it has done for the 

The value of the brand irh S ®. ex f- m,n , ati °n °f the whole matter in Scotland. 

are up to the standard, and they must then fall back on their own private brand 
Lndlbohshed CkSS ’ ge “ eraily Speakin & wouId to see the 

in themarLf f° th ° s . e whose P^ate brands are not well known 

has proved a great ^i&lrrie 

preluthce'the'trad^and create n0W ’ “ revolutionise and probably 

A±k^}3S.ss^ss^avus 

the expense of applying it to the -small qut%°cured “ * *° 

gf “S‘ he sale of ‘ he fish “ 

th0Se fi T S at the principal stations, Howth, Ard- 
— for t.m wMIe the prices 

The quantity captured in the early summer fishing, before the Scotch fishinv 

?L m ,asTSeet^^- btahledattie 

Barrels. A ™'»S: e 
Pnc- 



Mease. A ™.™g« 
Price. 



At Howth 
At Ardglass •■ 

At Arklow - 3 3,502, 



22,441, at 27/6 - about 17,813, at 34/8 
14,155, at 20/6 - about 11,236, at 25/10 
31/6 - about 10,717, at 39/8 



Crans. A ™ re S e 
Price. 

about 14,845, at 41/7. 
about 9,363, at 31/. 
about 8,931, at 47/7. 



A good deal of this fish is reported as “ small and mixed ” 

li >ri0eS ° btained at Same stations fOT «™ time. 



At Howth • 
At Ardglass - 
At Arklow 



Mease. 

12,256, at 22/9 - 



Barrels. A «™ge 
Price. 



Crans. 






35i. 



about 12,256, at 22/9 
11,975, ut 20/10 - about 9,605, at 26/3 
9,048, at 19/3 - about 7,182, at 24/3 
A 4 



Price, 
about 10,214, at 27/4. 
about 7,921, at 31/6. 
about 5,985, at 29/1. 



The 
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The most of the fish captured at this time is reported to be “ mixed fish,’’ 
and consequently even if fit to be cured for the foreign market, would be of 
considerably less commercial value than the full fish which would obtain the 

full Crown brand. _ , _ . _ ... , •, , 

The expense of freight to the Baltic from Ireland is, I am informed, about 
15 5. a barrel, so that on the whole there is little prospect of Irish-cured fish 
bein' 0 - able to’ compete in the foreign market with Scotch-cured fish. 



17 August 1876. 



(signed) Thomas F. Brady. 
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